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Partner with Schwartz Media

A mark of

2025

The concept is simple:
quality publications
attract a premium
audience

We believe that intelligent, thoughtful publications
attract a particular kind of reader - one who expects
both excellence and elegance.

The Monthly and The Saturday Paper are carefully
crafted to attract an audience who seek a greater level
of depth and nuance in their understanding of the
world.
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Partner with Schwartz Media

Schwartz Media
offers a range

of partnership
packages for
select Australian
arts and cultural
organisations.

Schwartz

2025

We work with organisations that align
with the values of our journalism and
support our objectives to increase
brand awareness.

Our audience believes that arts

and culture are essential to life. Our
partnership packages provide a unique
opportunity to engage with an audience
built on years of trust and integrity.

Our team can build a bespoke
partnership offering to suit your
organisation. No two packages will look
the same.

Media



Partner with Schwartz Media

Partner
Events &
Series
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We present special
events and programs
In collaboration

with our partners to
enhance audience
engagement.



Partner with Schwartz Media

Coffee and
Headlines

Since 2019, Sydney Writers’
Festival and Schwartz Media have
presented Coffee and Headlines,
an event series from The
Saturday Paper and The Monthly.

These panel discussions unravel
the day’s biggest headlines and
offer insightful analysis on the
latest news.

Schwartz

2025

oLFASE TURN YOUR PHONE T0 SILENT. DIM YOUR SCREEN AND SUBTLY TWEET AWAY.
OVDNEYWRITERSFESTIVAL @SYOWRITERSFEST




Partner with Schwartz Media
Quiz Night

The Saturday Paper Quiz Night
has been held in partnership
with State Library Victoria, State
Library New South Wales, and
Melbourne International Film
Festival.

Quiz Night is an evening packed
full of trivia, food and fun. The
event routinely sells out in less
than two weeks, tickets are
sought after by The Saturday
Paper Quiz enthusiasts and
newcomers alike.

Schwartz




Adve rtisi ng Our partners gain

access to premium

Pac kages advertising placements
In our products. We can
tailor these to meet your
audience growth goals
and objectives.

Schwartz Modic
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*Our media partnership with Schwartz is an
integral component of our audience engagement
strategy. Our seven-year relationship goes from
strength to strength, through our shared vision
to promote positive impacts for our audiences
across all business goals. We love working with
Schwartz and intend to for many years to come.”

— Marketing & Communications Manager, Malthouse

Schwartz Media
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APRIL 12 - 18, 2025
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't be reactionary,” Kiely
. “Retaliatory tariffs

“This is a good time for the final push on
an EU deal. The US accounts for just
one-eighth of world trade — less than
China or the EU. Theres a lot to work

with elsewhere.”
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undermine the very principles the WTO
[World Trade Organization] was built on.”
Pomfret also argues that Australia
should move to preserve the multilateral
system by “doubling down” onits partnerships
within other trading blocs such as the
12-nation Comprehensive and Progressive
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership,
and the Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership, the world’s largest trade
agreement, covering 15 Asia-Pacific nations
including Australia, China, Japan, South Korea
and all 10 members of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations, as well asa potential
trade agreement with the European Union.
“This is a good time for the final push
onan EU deal. The US accounts for just one-
eighth of world trade - less than China or the
EU. There’s a lot to work with elsewhere.”
Yet even the best diplomacy won't
help Australian businesses that rely on
the US if they can’t adjust to the change in
circumstances.
Despite Australia maintaining dozens
of FTAs, many firms still struggle to make
use of them. The Australian Chamber of

Kingdom, the European Union and Indo- Commerce and Industry warned last year that
Pacific nations. Since the UK dealtook effect  the “noodle bowl” of overlapping trade deals
in 2023, beef exports to Britain have risen is confusing and off-putting.
more than 400 per cent. Under the Australia- “For small exporters, ‘tangled rules of
India agreement, exports of oats, citrus and origin and endless paperwork can be the end
timber have also surged, pushing two-way of the line,” ACCI said in a submission to
trade up 120 per cent year-on-year. parliament. “In a crisis, trade deals must be
Diversification alone won’t be enough. not only comprehensive - but usable.”
Officials say the next frontier will require That’s why Canberra’s response t0
deeper integration, including common Trump’s tariffs, policymakers argue, must
regulatory standards, mutual recognition of
qualifications and infrastructure investment in
freight and supply chains.

While back-channel negotiations with
Washington will continue, expectations are
low. “Even Turnbull’s steel exemption to0
months,” says one Labor backbencher. “This
will be a grind.”

According to the same backbencher,

Australia may be starting from a favourable
it with the US

osition - given its trade deficil
and robust defence ties - but exemptions will
be rare and likely dependent on the make-up
of the next US congress after next year’s mid-
term elections, as much as on Trump himself.
Emeritus professor Richard Pomftet, an
international trade expertat the University of
Adelaide, agrees that the tariff fallout must be
kept in perspective.
“We got off relatively lightly. But the
real concern is the precedent - Trump’s tariffs

shared international standards, rules and
principles, rather than simply pursuing narrow
self-interest of power-based goals.

«To the extent that Australia tacks
between foreign policy priorities of: one,
aligning with great and powerful friends; two,
acting as a middle power; and three, engaging
with Asia and the region, 1 think we will see

abit less of one and bit more of two and
three,” says Widmaier. “This may be more
or Australia, and policymakers 2 shift in emphasis thana turning point, but
the longer-term potential. 1 agree with the general direction as likely.
. cen massive growth inour “I¢’s also worth noting that the best
\n economies over the 1ast PMs didn’t drink the British or American
at will continue to be the case,”  Kool-Aid. We should not have great and
) again, continuing to work with  powerful friends ... we should be appropriately
partners that we have well- transactional with partners," adds Widmaier.
As [free trade agreements] “One gets the sense that Turnbull was great
ing sure that we look out forand ~ at managing both Obama, on PBS disputes,
Ives for additional benefits that ~ and Trump, on migrant agreements and tari
that.” exemptions. I get the sense that Albanese is
| economic management liesa similarly hard-headed.”
bgical disruption, because what That shift is already evident in
p’s actions uniquely destabilising Australia’s trade policy.
 tariffs themselves but also the Over the past decade DFAT has
i deepened ties ‘with India, the United
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¢ his predecessor Joe Biden’s
ial strategy, Widmaier

s is not Alexander Hamilton saying,
we're going to build canals and
Ping to get to the next level. Thisis
B of a conservative use of tariffs to bring
back something that has already gone. It
would be like Albanese saying, ‘Let’s bring
back Holden.”
Australia’s valnerability, Widmaier
argues, isn't just material.
“There’s always this push-pull between
aligning with the hegemon and hedging
through regional institutions or global rules-
based norms,” he says. “Trump’s return is
shifting that balance again.”
Viewed through this lens, says Widmaier,
Prime Minister Albanese’s observation
that the US imposing a 10 per cent tariff on
Australian exports is not the act of a friend
may signal a broader recalibration away from
reliance on the US asa “great and powerful
friend” and towards a more regionally
enmeshed strategy that emphasises upholding

paperwork, resolving non-tariff barriers and
helping small to medium enterprise:
lobal markets.

Ultimately, Australia’s economic
resilience won't be measured in tariff rates -
but rather in how quickly and confidently it
can pivot when the next shock comes. ®

University of Sydney, - the DIgge a
systemic. If the trade war weakens China or
Europe, that hits demand for our commodities
_iron ore, coal, base metals.”
Within hours of Trump’s “Liberation
Day” tariff announcement on April 2, the
prime minister announced a five-point plan,
starting with the establishment of 2 strategic
reserve of critical ‘minerals, designed to
enhance Australia’s leverage in global supply
chains.
Alongside thisis a $s0 million relief
ackage that has been allocated to industries
hit hardest by the tariffs, particularly beef
producers. The plan also includes stricter anti-
dumping protections and new procurement
rules to prioritise Australian-made goods that
ispartofa broader shift toward economic
AEvaliance.
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and how we respond now will shape our
standing for the next four years.

A Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade official emphasised Australia’s
relevance, and hence its potential leverage, On
Capitol Hill.

«yyhat I keep seeing in Washington is
President Trump and other senior members
of the administration, Republican and
Democratic lawmakers, all talking about
Australia, whether it's trade, defence or
critical minerals, and that tells you something
important,” the official said. “We matter.
Maybe more than we realised. That's
reassuring, but the flip side is that with
visibility comes risk. When you're on Trump's
radar, you're also in the firing line, s0 think
very carefully before you say anything.”

With parliament prorogued and the
government in caretaker mode, Australia
has paused direct negotiations until after the
May 3 election.

Meanwhile, government ministers are
working on arange of alternative offers that
canbeused as bargaining chips if Labor wins.
They are emphasising 2 two-pronged strategy
of steady diplomacy abroad and economic
reassurance at home.

On the latter, Treasurer Jim Chalmers
has met with the heads of the Big Four banks,
Macquarie Group and key superannuation
funds, and convened the Council of Financial
Regulators - including Reserve Bank of
Australia Governor Michele Bullock and
Joe Longo, chair of the Australian Securities
and Investments Commission -as well as
Gina Cass-Gottlieb, chair of the Australian
Competition and Consumer Commission.
Chalmers also held separate talks with Future
Fund chair Greg Combet and Australian
Securities Exchange chair David Clarke, then
capped the week by hosting the board of the
Business Council of Australia.

The mobilisation isn't simply
performative, given the rising risk of a global
downturn that could push many countries
into recession. While the direct impact of the
tariffs on Australia is modest, says Dr Vladimir
Tyazhelnikov, senior trade economist at the
University of Sydney, “the bigger threatis
systemic. If the trade war weakens China or
Europe, that hits demand for our commodities
_iron ore, coal, base metals.”

Within hours of Trump's “Liberation
Day” tariff announcement on April 2, the
prime minister announced a five-point plan,
starting with the establishment of 2 strategic
reserve of critical ‘minerals, designed to
enhance Australia’s leverage in global supply
chains.

Alongside thisisa $50 million relief
package that has been allocated to industries
hit hardest by the tariffs, particularly beef
producers. The plan also includes stricter anti-
dumping protections and new procurement
rules to prioritise Australian-made goods that
ispartofa broader shift toward economic
self-reliance.

APRIL 12 - 18, 2025

Albanese, Trade Minister Don Farrell
and Foreign Affairs Minister Penny Wong
have all ruled out concessions on areas such as
the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme, which
the US has cited as detrimental to its drugs
industry, and biosecurity, as the basis for
Australia’s restrictions on US beef imports.

Dr Daniel Kiely, senior research fellow
at the Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre,
welcomed the targeted support measures and
cautioned against kneejerk responses-

“We shouldn’t be reactionary,” Kiely
tells The Saturday Paper “Retaliatory tariffs
would only hurt Australian households.

The goal should be to preserve open trade,
which gives consumers greater choice and
lower prices.”

Kiely said the support package would
be especially vital for small to medium
enterprises, many of which lack the capacity
to switch markets quickly.

“They need help navigating that
transition. With the right backing, they can
adapt - but it’s ot automatic,” says Kiely.

Overall, he says, while alevy on
Australian goods is not ideal, there may be
opportunities for Australia, and policymakers
should look at the longer-term potential.

“We've seen massive growth in our
exports to Asian economies Over the last
decade, and that will continue to be the case,”
says Kiely. “So again, continuing to work with
other trading partners that we have well-
established FTAS [free trade agreements]
with and making sure that we look out for and
position ourselves for additional benefits that
may arise from that.”

Beyond economic management liesa
deeper ideological disruption, because what
makes Tramp’s actions uniquely destabilising
is not just the tariffs themselves but also the
world view they signal.

Trump is the first US president since
Ronald Reagan to prioritise economic
transformation over immediate growth, says
Professor Wesley Widmaier, an international
relations scholar at the Australian National
University-

Unlike his predecessor Joe Biden’s
forward-looking industrial strategy, Widmaier
says, Trump's vision is nostalgic.

«“This is not Alexander Hamilton saying,
you know, we're going to build canals and
we're going to get to the next level. This is
kind of a conservative use of tariffs to bring
back something that has already gone. It
would be like Albanese saying, Let’s bring
back Holden.””

Australia’s yulnerability, Widmaier
argues, isn'tjust material.

dThere’s always this push-pull between
aligning with the hegemon and hedging
through regional institutions ot global rules-
based norms,” he says- «“Trump's return is
shifting that balance again.”

Viewed through this lens, says Widmaier,
Prime Minister Albanese’s observation
that the US imposing a 10 per cent tariff on
Australian exports is not the act of a friend
may signal a broader recalibration away from
reliance on the US asa “great and powerful
friend” and towards a more regionally
enmeshed strategy that emphasises upholding

“This is a good time for the
an EU deal. The US accounts for just
one-eighth of world
China or the EU. Theresa lot to work

with elsewhere.”

shared international standards, rules and
principles, rather than simply pursuing narrow
self-interest OF power-based goals.

«“To the extent that Australia tacks
between foreign policy priorities of: one,
aligning with great and powerful friends; two,
actingasa middle power; and three, engaging
with Asia and the region, I think we will see
a bit less of one and 2 bit more of two and
three,” says Widmaier. “This may be more
a shift in emphasis than 2 turning point, but
T agree with the general direction as likely.

“1¢’s also worth noting that the best
PMs didn’t drink the British or American
Kool-Aid. We should not have great and
powerful friends ... W€ should be appropriately
transactional with partners,” adds Widmaier.
“One gets the sense that Turnbull was great
at managing both Obama, on PBS disputes,
and Trump, on migrant agreements and tari
exemptions. I get the sense that Albanese is
similarly hard-he aded.”

That shift is already evident in
Australia’s trade policy-

Over the past decade DFAT has
deepened ties with India, the United
Kingdom, the European Union and Indo-
Pacific nations. Since the UK deal took effect
in 2023, beef exports to Britain have risen
more than 400 per cent. Under the Australia-
India agreement, eXports of oats, citrus and
timber have also surged, pushing two-way
trade up 120 per cent year-on-year.

Diversification alone won’t be enough.
Officials say the next frontier will require
deeper integration, including common
regulatory standards, mutual recognition of
qualifications and infrastructure investment in
freight and supply chains.

While back-channel negotiations with
Washington will continue, expectations are
low. “Even Turnbull’s steel exemption took
months,” says one Labor backbencher. “This
will be a grind.”

According to the same backbencher,
Australia may be starting from a favourable
position - given ‘s trade deficit with the Us
and robust defence ties - but exemptions will
be rare and likely dependent on the make-up
of the next US congress after next year's mid-
term elections, as much as on Trump himself.

Emeritus professor Richard Pomftet, an
international trade expert at the University of
Adelaide, agrees that the tariff fallout must be
keptin perspective.

“We got off relatively lightly. But the
real concern is the precedent - Trump’s tariffs

THESATURDAYPAPER.COM.AU

final push on

trade — less than

undermine the very principles the WTO
[World Trade Organization] was built on.”

Pomfret also argues that Australia
should move to preserve the multilateral
system by “Joubling down” onits partnerships
within other trading blocs such as the
12-nation Comprehensive and Progressive
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership,
and the Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership, the world’s largest trade
agreement, covering15 Asia-Pacific nations
including Australia, China, Japan, South Korea
and all 10 members of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations, as well as 2 potential
trade agreement with the European Union.

“This is a good time for the final push
onan EU deal. The US accounts for just one-
eighth of world trade - less than China or the
EU. There’salotto work with elsewhere.”

Yet even the best diplomacy won't
help Australian businesses that rely on
the US if they can’t adjust to the change in
circumstances.

Despite Australia maintaining dozens
of FTAs, many firms still struggle to make
use of them. The Australian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry warned last year that
the “noodle bowl” of overlapping trade deals
is confusing and off-putting.

“For small exporters, tangled rules of
origin and endless paperwork can be the end
of the line,” ACCI said in a submission to
parliament. «Jp a crisis, trade deals must be
not only comprehensive - but usable.”

That's why Canberra’s 1esponse to
Trump'’s tariffs, policymakers argus, must
include domestic reform, such as simplifying
paperwork, resolving non-tariff barriers an
helping small to medium enterprises plug into
global markets.

Ultimately, Australia’s economic
resilience won't be measured in tariff rates -
but rather in how quickly and confidently it
can pivot when the next shock comes. ®
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Image: Tina Stefanou, You Can’t See Speed

(still) 2025, commissioned by Australian Centre
for Contemporary Art. Courtesy the artist. Australian Centre for Contemporary Art
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“Trump has bluffed his way into two

residencies, and may be trying to
grchestmte the possibility of a third.
His strange alt world seems finally to

be losing its magical

glow for millions

of captivated Americans, however.

John Hewson
is a professor at the ANU CrcwfurdL_b ol
School of Public Policy and former LIbe!

opposition leader.

The platform formerly known as Twme;; and
continues to entertain -atonce a tesst;;‘

a treasure-trove. The posts following % ot
announcement that Unlted States Péemh ene
Donald Trump is suing Rupert Mur tgc e
Us$10 billion didn’t disappoint- My fav

HeyDowling The Saturday Paper

tweet was from Carl Smith: “Blimey, rooting
for the Dirty Digger was never Gondr)nyf g;{:)%s)ed
card.” Along with, “Have atit oﬁ ,h et
tes from Isaiah. This cage figh )
EZlil: too i\irow Elon Musk in as well) is dshgily;nslog
i i derstandal b
to epic proportions and un
%Iiteerrlr)\er?can mood is shifting and Donald
mp can feel it. )
b the Jatest polls show his apptoval
rating dropping further, notably with more
disapproving of his signature hardline
immigration policies. The economic_
consequences of his deportation initiatives,

THESATURDAYPAPERCOM.AU

as well as his aggressive tan:iffs, are k{leing
recognised. His so-called “peace tg <sow .
are going nowhere on all fronts and, tr;l ; b

even his MAGA base 1s chafing over s
administration’s withhnldmg of clpcucriiriS ont
related to his former fnend, convicte

er Jeffrey Epstein.
OﬁendTrdmp chpa'\gned loudly %n -
uansparencyselating 04 R sasination
ries, from aliens ] a
;—}11: (\)Nhi;;ped up the p%ck Véllg)l g:gx;:z K)C
all “evidence’” an

l;\eli(i‘\alzz. He went to great lengths to he_xrn;es:

a paranoid base, and included in his tn‘?

2 commitment to release do<cument1:';)1 s

the investigation into Epstein, who kille | for
himselfin jail in 2019 while awaitm%ltrgxom

trafficking minors. Trump madeita hin ou

the character and crimes of Epstein ht . 5

with a dash of blaming the Demoqﬁt; aﬁned

former president Joe Biden for anill-ae

“hoax” thrown in for good measure-
But the danger all along for the N
president has been his own history witl -~
Epstein, including ai}‘egauo?ﬁs rflrsoerpf S';Ke

implicating Trum: .

‘II\V/I(;%T cl:i‘Tdsiiic’ :tcllegnands If)or the release of
what they believe is 2 list of paedophﬂesn o
connected to Epstein spilled over m{o athge
as the president appeared to dowr[\lp a;é e
significance of the documents and to delay
g rzlsgstiiis month, The Wall Streﬁt ]aurn//yt,l
threw oil onto the fire, publishing a b}':lngce_
letter Trump had sent to Epstein for t ;003
disgraced financier’s soth birthday )ml tter' the
According to the WS], Trump's le
was “several lines of a typewritten text N
framed by the outline of a naked wqg;e; 9
which appears to be hand-drawn wi

article ran, making the 94-year-old

Bl
“Rupert, ¢’'mon Aussie ¢ TOn

S t
damages, punitive damages, cout!
other %elief. Arguably his bigger ch:

Trump described hisAaction on his
Truth Social, as “against everyone

a record of upholding strong repo

by the reporter and the story that

the suit would be dismissed, the

own goal for the complainant. T

with medication and then send them home to work out how
they're going to live.”

The clinical trial involves patients undergoing a mix of
both nature-connection therapy and traditional cherapies,
with assessment undertaken throughout. The project recently
won a NSW Health Agency award for clinical innovation.

the outcomes for her patients. She describes how at the start
they are “really stressed and anxious, meeting the criteria for
depression and anxiety and other disorders”, but towards the
end of the program there has been a complete change. “The
impact has been so much quicker than I expected.”

Perrin recounts the local nurse too traumatised to sleep
or return to \VOT]( ﬂﬁ(’l‘ thC bushﬁrcs, now bﬂ(:l( at WOl‘i(;
the traumatised grandmother contemplating suicide but
who found inspiration in nature’s post-bushfire recovery,
enabling her to discover her own res

ilience to keep going.
In fact, Perrin goes so far as to describe nature as her “co-
therapist”, not just the setting for these transformations.
“Research shows us that nature does half the work. When 1
get out of the way towards the end of the session, it becomes
a relationship between the patient and nature. Sometimes
nature just takes over.” T™M

Bedside manner
by Madison Griffiths

Melbourne in 2022, Evan Tomaras’s drive came from

I N DECIDING TO ENROL IN MEDICINE at the university of
wanting to “serve people”. He is now close to becom-

ing a junior doctor. In Tomaras’s first year, the university
boasted a newly redesigned medical degree, offering its
students a “discovery stream” elective: a small selection
of 10 specialised subjects students could enrol in to fur-
ther tailor their interests. One such elective was Sexual
Health Across Clinical Contexts (SHACC), dedicated
to addressing a patient’s sexual and reproductive health
concerns, with appropriate compassion, attentiveness and —
importantly - the absence of judgement. He quickly
enrolled. “We were all in first year, learning about textbook

12

defamation lawsuit against Ruge:t Ig’[turdoch
his well-respected paper. Butnot, .
amdarlesnﬂy, before calling the recently reu(ried
head of News Corp to have the story pulle T.h
Just imagine how that conversation went. The

§ test enabler - the
— arguably Trump s gred nable i
surprise darling of social medi‘a with crie!

Trump is seeking US$10 billion in
though, is to shore up the support of his base.

publishing the false, rnalicious, defa‘mat’ottgl;t
FAKE NEWS ‘article’ in the useless ‘rag :
is, The Wall Street Journal. ... IhOPedR“P;f‘;
and his ‘friends’ are looking forward to he
many hours of depositions and testimon
they will have to provide in this caske1 .WSJ
Dow Jones, the pubhshe[r) ;)tf hte :tory 5
it stands by the accuracy b
;a:{; ltthe ]ournai, retains, even under Murdoch,

even when that reporting tgkes aim at -
powerbrokers. In 2012, for instance, 1t StO

i don

i wsuit from casino magnate Shel
Zldzlesld; The then chairman of Las Ve%als
Sands Corp, whowas fighting a wrong| }111 '
dismissal case brought by the former ¢ d‘
executive of his Macau operations, (sluf s
over the reporter’s description of A de SOl o
“foul-mouthed”. In the end, both sides ag

nd and each side would bear its own legal

costs. The Epstein issue is gargantuan mCh .
comparison, but it may prove just as mu

eamhling taTe-

Ne. 560

. PR
tecting paedophiles, and suspicion has
1t)\rli')ned haigrg on him. His supporters sei ht“}?e
as their champion and the enemy of wl :\ 3
himself has described as the “Deep State”.
Trump is finally looking ratﬂ?d,
i i om
kened by persistent questions Iro
\:\?:n ?rriendl‘{/ media outlets that he gimpiy
won't answer. The frustrating thing is this
QAnon-style drama is playing out a'gamsfthis
the backdrop of the succes;fulhpassmr;ggomher
i iful Bi amo
One Big Beautiful Bill Actw flC et (he
ings, Wi r millions,
things, will end healthcare to i
illi i ficit and further
trillions to the national def 1 -
i hile making the ric!
disadvantage the poor W e
Ithier. The media seems more P /
\clivreaei/\m 1to both the Epstein saga and to Trump's
kles. )
swolle%:l: president‘s responses on the Eli;tem
issue nevertheless suggest he sees himsgtha:o
beyond reproach. Having goétebn ;‘W\?‘Z ‘:/:1 hso
: . a A
much in terms of his past bad be 1 oo
i i lleged rapist an
being a convicted felon, an a apist
i i d women withou
boasting of having groped A
consent, he ignores the history 0‘11 o
i  dents Richard Nixon and Bill Gl -
at I\ivr}et:)‘sdeelr;gsacies were both destroyed by their
hubris. ) )
o %rump has bluffed his way into two .
presidencies, and may be trying to orc{lestr;ii1 de
the possibility of a third. His strangelag fov;ivofor
ingi cal
seems finally to be losing its magH g
millions of captivated Americans, r
i f a man is starting
bullet-repelling giant o |
'tl":\ fi)ok a bit crumbly. His bqastful c{llaumsf
of business genius, celebrating the “arto
the deal” and his original a;d corfn&ell;:‘l% .
e
tatement - from the ﬁn'al ays of
;:inelary election campaign \?ack in ]gn;lary
2016 - that he “could stand in the mid: ed .
of Fifth Avenue and shoot sorrt?body and ,
wouldn’t lose any votes, okay?” are seemingly
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health scenarios,” he tells me. “Then, all of a sudden, not
too far into the degree, we are being raught how to ask
people how many sexual partners they've had and the sort
of intercourse they engage in. I remember attending the
rest of my medical school tutorials and thinking, I have an
important edge now.”
SHACC was designed by Siobhan Bourke, a sexual health
physician who, in the carly 2000s, worked at Sexual Healch
Victoria. Very quickly, Bourke’s role there involved educating
registered healthcare providers, such as general practitioners,
through various courses. These classes would tackle what best
practice looked like when it came to approaching difficule
conversations about sex, abortion and sexually transmiceed
diseases. It is here she discovered that “one of the biggest prob-
lems in sexual and reproductive health is how difficulcit is for
doctors to have these sorts of conversations with patients”.
When the university’s Melbourne Medical School redesigned
its degree in 2022, Bourke was elated. She was afforded the
opportunity to provide scudents the skills to approach sexual
health consults with confidence and vigour. “I knew that the
type of communication skills that medical students were
being taught weren't tailored to sexual health. A lot of that
is because the people teaching them hadn’t themselves been
taught,” she says. Before long, SHACC became one of the
school’s most popular electives.

If one were to raise, among any group of women, the
question of “best practice” when it comes to how practi-
tioners address a patient’s sexual health, Bourke’s mission
\Vou]d HPPCHT pﬂrticuiﬂrly Urg(’nt. Pl‘CSCn[ing bCf‘O]‘C a
dOCtOr ﬂﬁcr CxpCriCnCing an Un\Nﬂnth pl‘an:lnC)‘, mﬂn_\'
of us might find ourselves being congratulated. Others
will scramble if nervously endeavouring to enquire about
having an TUD inserted, unsure if it will hure. Dr Shelly
i\/‘l‘lk]cﬁ: a rCSL‘ﬂl‘ChCl‘ \\7110 iOOkS at ilOW r(.'ducing Hbol'[ion
stigma in the health system inevitably improves quality of
care, hﬂS L‘nthLlSldS[lCillly p:lrtncl‘CLi U'p \Vith both Bourkc
and Professor Jane Tomnay, who leads the SHACC training
pl‘Ogr:lm. MaleHVS l'CSCHTCh C‘(pl]‘,l[]} 'l'CVCH]S thﬂt hcalth‘
care pr:lctitioncrs can Hgg‘rﬂ\"atc dCCP]y CntrCnCth SOCi:{i
wounds when it comes to how women and other sexual
minority patients are treated when cndcuvouring to access
hcﬂl[hcﬂrc. Sl]C l]lls Sp(‘nt muCh ()icl‘ Z\Cﬂdcn]ic career in[cr‘
viewing those who have sought abortions. “I've heard many
stories of how people are mistreated, from subtle to clear
examples,” she says. “Yes, there are wonderful providers who
give compassionate care. But there are also so many stories
of how abortion seckers are mistreated and judged, from
being commended to having their doctor roll their eyes.
People are getting obstructed from care If doctors lack
adeptness when it comes to essential conversations, many
patients will avoid them altogether. The peril of judgement
and shame is too mountainous.
Tomaras has witnessed this stigma firsthand. A friend of
his admitted to him once that she sees two different doctors:

i “ P tering
former president of “treason’, Mus g

i resi
houses, increasing the p .
impeaéhed. On two prior occasions, 2019 and

lic good? 1 :
Ei;lirixcs%rom Elon Musk about social media
overtaking traditional methods of news .
delivery, scornfully referring to newspape
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extraordinary report from his head of

intelligence, Tulsi Ga})bard, to claim thle}t e
Obama’s administration sought to Imp }11‘:
Trump in Russian efforts to influence tt };eas
i i rtmen
election. The Justice Departme
i\?)iNé announced a task force to look into these
unsubstantiated allegations.

Whether this succeeds in distracting

Trump’s supporters from their fOC\i‘siS

on Epstein remains to be seen. Attl i
stage, though, the prgsxdent 's prosp o
in the midterm elections look rocky- e
Republicans face significant losses In

dent’s risk of being

020, his impeachment was endorsed qnly
)

i d rejected
he House of Representatives an
?(I):h fiimes by the Republican- controlled

Senate.

Now, to Rupert. I'm tempted to wonder,
f
s this the ageing mogul’s come-to-God

moment? Finally doing something for the

Having weathered the boastful

and such as “legacy media”, is Murdochhnow
determined to show them who actually has

ower in the room? - ) )
e The adage goes, “If it’s not written, it
was never said.” Murdoch,hnov;i‘ chgir(;ntinhis
i ire he has hande
emeritus of the empire Ao
ill demonstrate the po
son Lachlan, can still dem t W
i al media up as the
of the press, showing soc1al Ti}
gossips graé’“lti vehicle thatit1s. Rupert hdas
built presidents and pnén; mmtlsm\iliig :i\éi
themtor b
almost as often reduced
Perhaps now in his twilight years, Rupert,t
with ink still in his veins, wants to reasser
the importance, the relevance of beinga .
journalist and the responsibility t}ila‘lt gg;réte B
i i t the truth.
investigate and repor th. )
ii)e's both%red by Trump's $10 billion lavys;ut
and I'm certain thaton this one, rare point,
millions of Australians are cheering on our
most famous expat. ®

one for “general” concerns, and another for reproductive con-
cerns. As Makleff has identified, stigma grossly contributes
to both a healthcare provider’s discomfort when it comes to
addressing sexual and reproductive health, and a patient’s
ability to disclose their experiences. Tomaras’s friend is, in
one sense, lucky. She is not a resident in a rural town, where
often only one doctor attends to a community’s diverse
needs. As Bourke drills into her students: “You are to make
no assumptions at all” It’s a guiding statement that many
are required to reflect upon and internalise. At Melbourne
Medical School, these “carly beliefs” about how women,
sex workers, people seeking abortions and the LGBTQIA+
community function day to day are doggedly being shifted.
Makleff acknowledges that this issue is hardly limited
to an Australian context. “It is an everywhere problem,” she
stresses. Through the knowing nods and emphatic declara-
tions of her students, Bourke sces that many of them have
encountered stigma as patients themselves. Because of this,
she tenaciously emphasises that they are “not excluded from
this” when she addresses certain hiccups in healthcare access
“This could've happened to anybody in this room,” she will
remind her cohort, gently corroding the implicit hierarchy
between doctors and patients with each lecture. Not only
are her students better placed at having difficult conversa-
tions as practitioners, they themselves are better placed to
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eagerly steer their own sexual health journeys. “I've received
reflective pieces from students thanking us, and admitting to
having gone and gotten their own sexual health sorted out,”
she says.

As Tomaras began completing his placement rounds,
he noticed how defective certain generai practitioners were
when it came to treating women. “I witnessed male doctors
who were treating female patients they had known for dec-
ades, and who were actively dismissing them,” he says. A lot
would present with perimenopausal symptoms and would
leave with a script fora generic antidepressant and not much
else. Disappointed, Tomaras returned to the SHACC elec-
tive, emboldened by the expertise it had afforded him. “Even
in those formative tutorials in first year, I thought, I could doa
better job,” he says with a laugh. Bourke is unsurprised by this:
“You get students who admit that they cannot believe this
isn't part of the core medicine course.”

From inviting sex workers to conduct university lec-
tures, to educating students on arousal, the facilitacors of
the SHACC elective do what many practitioners cower in
the face of: they rinse sex of shame, stigma and confusion.
For Tomaras, the elective has proved “life changing”i It has
refined his practice, and has allowed him the education and
confidence to accompany female friends towards appropriate
and compassionate healthcare.

Arts Centre Melbourne
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“To partner with a brand that holds
integrity at its core is what makes a
partnership with Schwartz Media so
appealing. Our audiences both share
a curiosity for storytelling and an
appetite for critical thought, be it on
the page or on the stage.”

— Partnerships Manager, Bell Shakespeare

Schwartz

Media
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Ocean Vuong David Stavanger
The Emperor The Drop Off
of Gladness
Luke Horton Jennifer Compton

is a novelist and critic. is a poet and playwright.

In economically depressed East Gladness, river feel even less real than it already does. T have always supposed that much, if not “Fifteen ways to be erased”, Stavanger
Connecticut, 19-year-old Hai, a suicidal college Hai narrates his experiences as a most, contemporary poetry is nonfiction, examines the infernal tribe of bullies: “In
dropout, is talked off the ledge of a bridge by Vietnamese refugee in drug-ravaged small- that youare eavesdropping ona life being some ways, their victims / were the most

an elderly Lithuanian widow, Grazina. Grazina  town America with sensitivity and insight, lived and understood in increments. But reliable intimacy they had in their lives, oftel
lives aloneina tumbledown house by theriver  beingborn “14 years after the big war everyone I have sometimes winced at what seemed to one / in which they had a sense of agency an
and she asks him to stay. From here, life begins loved talking about but no on¢ understood, be unfair dealing or an imbalance of power control.” But the compassion of insight can
to get better for Hai. He reconnects with his least of all himself”. And, while there are between the writer and the subject. This only go so far. “Srunning to/ look into the lig
cousin, Sony, who works at HomeMarket, a moments when his poetic language can feel didn’t happen in David Stavanger’s collection  of your child and see yourself burning.”
fast-food restaurant, and when Hai gets work overwrought, his eye for the abstractions of The Drop Off- The cumulative effect of reading The
there too, he meets a colourful collection of language is sharp- HomeMarket is especially Within the scope of its vertiginous Drop Off is of being tenderised: of being
co-workers who quickly become somethingof  rich ‘material for this, the smell of the place trajectory, the poetry may approach a line softened up, so to speak, to accept the

a found family for him: “He would survive, he being a mix of body odour, alcohol, cigarettes that should not be crossed, but it scrupulously implacable reality of a world that is both

decided once and for all.” and all “the artificial flavors and aromas veers away. As it does, for instance, in beautiful and terrible.

And yet, there are problems. Hai’s wafting from the vats of industrially produced “geaweed”, when the child is “unable or This is an extraordinary book. David
mother believes he’s in medical school, his pill food: diacetyl, acetylpropionyl, acetoin, and unwilling to create a cheap simile / for me Stavanger deftly uses the thythms and rituals
addiction is only getting worse and Grazina’s hydroxybenzoic acid, along with the metallic  tousein this public domain”. of poetry to revelatory effect. The Drop
family is circling, Tooking to put her inahome. scent of colorings like Sunset Yellow FCF, The thrust of this book is co-parenting. Off delights with its craft, and illuminates

Over a series of “misadventures and impressive tartrazine, Patent Blue V, and Green3”. There are at least two other characters in play: unflinchingly the heart of the matter. ®
set pieces, including one hog-slaughtering Hai’s earnestness may not be for achild and a child’s mother. In “The Drop
scene you will not quickly forget, Ocean everyone, but Vuong’s more conventional Off”, which examines the dynamic between Upswell, 116pp, $24.99
Vuong portrays the precarious, grim lives of second novel is ultimately an entertaining and separated parents, Stavanger creates a painful
the working poor with great care, while paying tender one. ® tenderness: “Youmake a joke over the phone/
attention to moments of dignity and grace. knowing it is not funny / toreassure a child

Vuong moves between this concrete that the world / is still around. Dad jokes
world and other worlds of fantasy and only/ work when nothing is at stake. /It’s his
memory, and not all of these are equally birthday soon, he’ll send / a picture of a cake
engaging. Grazina’s dementia makes her and you will/ send a picture of a candle.”
easier to reach for Hai through fantasy role- There is some rougher music allocated

tolandlords and suchlike. The kind of people

play, and the two of them create a world
to escape into that is based on Grazina’s who “will always take the last beer / from your

Jonathan Cape, 416pp, $34-99

unreliable memories of World War 1L These fridge” (“Review”) or those who “point and
scenes feel long. There is something about mock pants/ around ankles, the sensation of /
this frequent escape into hectic fantasy that someone else’s shame in plain/ sight enough

»

to induce laughter/ and running commentary”

only makes the whole scenario of the two
(“The Specimens on Crown Street”). In

living together in this junk-filled house by the
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Gail Jones
The Name of the Sister BOOkS
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Kirsten Krauth
is an author, poet and podcaster.
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“That’s why Pa fought in a war for
o country that had ‘done nothing
for us’, because it st for any nation
or any person £o bestow or deny our
human dignity.”

I a I I d ‘ a ‘ l I < I S Stan Grant from his body would come the sweetest tenor.
is a theologian, writer and Charles Sturt But when ye come and all the flowers are dying,

University distinguished professor. IfI am dead, as dead I well may be,
You'll come and find the place where I am
lying, And kneel and say an Ave there for me.

1 barely knew my grandfather; he died
He sang “Danny Boy”, my pa. He would stand ~ when I'was youns. Everyone said he loved to

straight, shoulders back with his chest puffed sing. I can feel the rough of his face on mine

out and his lips all mushy and sticking out, and and I don’t know whether it is a memory or

THESATURDAYPAPER.COM .AU

imagination, but [am grateful for it in any case.

Pa is more legend tome than touch or
sight. He was a bull rider and shearer, a fruit
picker and rabbit trapper. Cecil William Henry
Grant was Black witha good streak of Trish,
the Dreaming and the blarney. He kept by his
bedside the works of Shakespeare and the
King James Bible. He loved words and God.

Cecil was a Rat of Tobruk. With his
comrades he helped turn the war when they
all dug in against Rommel’s overwhelming
force in North Africa.

The German radio propagandist Lord
Haw-Haw called them “rats in a trap” — they
were dead men walking - but the Australian
soldiers adopted the name as a badge of
honour. Rats became a symbol of their
resilience.

Pa was in his 30s when he signed up.
My grandmother was scared and furious.

She had three little kids and they lived on

an Aboriginal mission in a remote New

South Wales town. They were locked out of
‘Australia. Why would he fight for it? What has
this country done for us? she asked him.

Because it is our country, he said.

There was something more. Ireckon he
owed a debt to his brother. His older brother
van fought in World War I and was killed in
battle. Somewhere on the fields of France
2 Wiradjuri man lies still, his spirit never to
come home.

Three years Pa was gone. He nearly died
when he contracted mumps on the boat over
to the war. I have read his war records and he
went AWOL a few times, playedup a bit, as
they all did, but fought when he had to.

There’s a photo of him and his mates, all
rough and battle weary, kneeling in the desert
trenches. They wear their uniforms like work
clothes. They look like tough bastards with
a sense of mischief and adventure and T can’t
help but envy them. In the middle is a dark
face, Pa.

He always said no one looked at the
colour of your skin when the bullets were
flying. He must have felt so free there. Funny
thing to say, that you can be free in war, but
1 know a little about it-

1 have a modest but deep and profound
experience of war. T have covered conflictin

18

No. 547

many parts of the world. Thave seen more
than my share of human misery and suffer still
the nightmares ofitall.

The bonds I forged with those closest
to me in the hardest times are unbreakable.
War was exhilarating. That's the shameful
truth: I never felt more alive. The adrenaline,
the camaraderie, the danger made me feel
untouchable. All my senses tingled. Food never
tasted so good; music never sounded sweeter.

Then you can’t come down and you
can’t sleep and you are constantly vigilant and
a slammed door sounds like a bomb going
off in your head and you forget how to love
those closest to you. My wife, who held me
through it all, said to me my eyes turned dark
and she prepared every day for what she
feared might happen.

But I am here. And it has been hard. A
couple of my closest mates are no longer with
us. The rest of us live somewhere between our
simple, life-affirming daily chores, what joy we
can snatch fromit all, and our memories.

Idon’t lay claim toa soldier’s torment;
that’s on another Jevel. Journalists observe,
but we should never think we participate-

1 can only imagine what darkness Pa
brought home with him. I do know he found
solace in God. T also know his battles did not
end in Tobruk. He came back to the Australia
he left, the country that my grandmother
scoffed had done nothing for us.

I have heard a lot of stories and I don’t
know which are true or which apocryphal.
Family myths are like that. Certainly he faced
discrimination and hardship. Beyond the
reach of Rommel’s guns he was now not so
equal to his digger mates. Some of my family
say it started the moment he arrived back,
when he was blocked from boarding a train
home in his full army uniform because he
was Black.

He raised his family in2 tin humpy with
a dirt floor by the bank of an irrigation channel
in the Riverina. He gota job working on the
council - dirty work but he came home every
day to wash up and put on a fre sh white shirt
to have his dinner.

The little dignities mattered to him.
He'd earnt that white shirt. 1 read something
he wrote once when he campaigned to be

elected as the Aboriginal representative on
the Aborigines Welfare Board. Each candidate
made their pitch in the Dawn magazine

that was distributed among Aboriginal
communities in NSW.

If 1 may say s0, itis & remarkable 1
document that eschews the now fashionable (
language of politics or rights or recognition to
appeal to something more fundamental and
universal: the question of what a human is.

I've heard the Aborigines question discussed
at various levels - from the man in the street,
to shearing sheds, in arny camps and at
meetings of the Federal Advancement for
Aborigines Organisation. To mé, they present
one fact and that is that anyone claiming that
Aborigines are not humanly equal to other
people seem t0 lack knowledge of the common
ingredients of which all human beings are
made. We are humanly equal and should be
regarded as such.

That’s why he fought in a war for
a country that had “done nothing for us”,
because it isn’t for any nation or any person
to bestow or deny our human dignity. He
believed that came from God and Pawould
fight in a war and work in the dirt and wear
a2 white shirt to eat his evening meal because
he was equal to anyone.

Pa never marched on Anzac Day, not
until the final year of his life. T don’t know
what changed in him, but he stood with his
mates that day. Afterwards he went to have
2 drink with some of the men he fought
alongside and the local police sergeant
blocked his path. You know you can’t come
in here, the copper said.

Pa stood his ground and his mates can
and they stood around him and they walked
in there together.

That's the Australia he fought for. That
the Australia he left me. That's the Australia
1 still want to believe in. I don’t pretend we
are there yet, but Pa did not fight for what ou
country had done for us, or what it was, but f
what it might be.

When he died T got his medals. My
cousin who served in Iraq has them now; he
carnt them and he’s been struggling a bit to
because what he saw won't let him go-

On Anzac Day I'stand in the darkness
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